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History of CHPP

2.3 million acres of estuary

Diverse coastal habitats

Transition between mid & south  Atlantic

Declining fish stocks

Oyster disease, Pfeisteria, red tide

Shellfish harvest closures



ÅFishery Management Plans

ÅCoastal Habitat Protection Plans - Goal: 

ñ...long-term enhancement of coastal fisheries 

associated with each habitatò   (G.S. 143B-

279.8)

Fishery Reform Act, 1997

CHPP 

Document
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Implementation 

Plans



2010 CHPP Timeline

April Finalize CHPP Recommendations

May Draft CHPP to MFC, EMC, WRC, CRC

June Public meetings

July Incorporate changes

Aug/Sep Final draft to commissions for approval

Whatôs New?
ÅApprox.  50% new or reorganized information:

Åsea level rise/climate change

Åinvasive species

Åpoint sources

Åendocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs)

Åmapping 

Åthreats

Åmanagement needs



Introduction

6 major accomplishments (2005-2010)

1. Interagency coordination / cooperation

2. Stormwater runoff management

3. Habitat mapping

4. Compliance monitoring

5. Oyster reef restoration

6. Beach nourishment management



Water Column

Status and Trends

ÅWQ monitoring coverage for estuaries remains low

ÅLittle change in DWQ stream impairment  (2004-2006)

ÅIncrease in WWTP NOVs and sewage spill

ÅSea level rise increasing 1m/100yr



Priority Needs

ÅRemove obstructions to anadromous fish passage

ÅAddress Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals in wastewater 

ÅResearch rapid infiltration/dewatering systems

ÅMethodology to assess cumulative impacts

Water Column

Accomplishments

ÅAdoption of coastal stormwater rules

ÅDesignation of Anadromous Fish Spawning Areas

ÅAdvancements in swine farm wastewater 

management



Shell Bottom

Status and Trends

Å36% protected from all fishing gear 

Å70% of shell bottom prohibited from trawls/dredges

ÅLandings and spatfall increased since 2003

ÅMapping almost complete



Priority Needs

ÅComplete baseline mapping

ÅDevelop status and trends monitoring

ÅShell bottom restoration

Shell Bottom

Accomplishments

ÅOyster shell recycling program

ÅOyster sanctuary habitat 

ÅResearch on larval dispersal, restoration



Submerged Aquatic Vegetation  (SAV)

Status and Trends

ÅGlobal and national decline in SAV

ÅIn NC, observed increase in low salinity areas and high 

salinity areas south of New River


