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Å Help governments develop, implement climate policy: 

ÅUS States: California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine

ÅCountries:  Europe, China, Mexico, Brazil

Å Convene international climate negotiator dialogs

Å US Climate Policy Initiative

Å Transportation and Climate Policy Dialogue ïSmart Growth

Å Urban Leaders Adaptation Initiative:

ñAsk the Climate Questionò

Center for Clean Air Policy
Dialogue. Insight. Solutions.
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Urban Leaders Adaptation Initiative

ÅCore funding from the Rockefeller Foundation
ÅPart of $70M worldwide on climate change resilience

ÅInform & catalyze local, state, & regional 
action on adaptation - 10 local urban partners:

ÅChicago, King County, Los Angeles, Miami-
Dade, Milwaukee, Nassau, New York City, 
Phoenix, San Francisco, Toronto

ÅDevelop and share ñbest practicesòand success 
stories to aid and influence other communities

ÅInform US national and state policy needs
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ASK THE CLIMATE QUESTION:

MAINSTREAMING ADAPTATION

Å What we plan, fund, or build where and how:

Å land-use, development, transportation 

Å Daily decisions made by:

Å mayors, city managers, citizens & business

Å All directly affects:

Å greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and 

Å resilience to climate change

Å How we mitigate and adapt is risk management:

Å Science, models, scenarios, decision support tools

Å Making people part of the solution 

Å Spurs innovation at the local, state, & 

regional levels
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The Face of Mitigation
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The Face of Adaptation?



7

The RealFace of Adaptation
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Adaptation: Extreme Heat Events

Undertake Innovative Cooling Strategies

Chicago

Source: J Coffee
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What is Climate Adaptation?

Å ñInitiatives and measures to reduce the 
vulnerability of natural and human 
systems against actual or expected 
climate change effectsò (IPCC AR4)

Å Emerging & inevitable climate changes:

ÅExpected 3.6o F increase in global 
average temperature regardless of 
action to reduce emissions

ÅEstimated: 6 - 7.5o F by 2050 
without emissions reductions
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What is Climate Adaptation?

ADAPTATION:

1. Preparedness:  Risk & Hazard ñMitigationò

2. Passive Adaptation: Reacting to Climate 

Change 

3. Active Adaptation:  Planning Ahead for 

Climate Change

üToward Resilience: Ability to cope with or 

bounce back from climate impacts
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To What Are We Adapting?

ÅKey Summary for 

Decision Makers:  

Regional Impacts of 

Climate Change and 

Weather Extremes 

in the United States
ÅFrom US Global Change 

Research Program  

(USGCRP) & NOAA 

2009



12

Number of Billion Dollar Weather & 

Climate Disasters 1980-2008
Dark Blue = 21-30 events per state

Source: A. Staudt, NWF

Source: America 2050, RPA

Concentrations of Black or

African Americans Pop.
Dark Blue = 1 to 3.3 Million Pop. per state

11 Emerging Urban 

Mega-Regions

Regional Population 

Concentrations in 2050

NATIONAL CLIMATE VULNERABILITIES


